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Introduction 
Naval Air Facility El Centro was established 
in 1942 and commissioned on May 1, 1946.  
Its mission is to provide realistic training to 
active and reserve military units and 
activities of the Navy’s operating and 
training forces.  Squadrons from around the 
world visit NAF-El Centro to practice 
gunnery, bombing, carrier landings and air 
combat. 
 
The facility has two operating runways 
where an average of 83,000 flights take-off 
annually.  The 9,500-foot east/west runway 
handles 96 % of the traffic. It is equipped 
with a Fresnel Lens Optical Landing System 
as well as lighted carrier deck landing areas 
at both ends so pilots can simulate carrier 
landings.  
 
It is also the winter home to the world-
famous Blue Angels, the Navy’s Flight 
Demonstration Squadron.  Starting in 
January, the “Blues” conduct over two 
months of intense flight operations prior to 
the start of their air show season.  Until mid-
March, the officers and enlisted personnel, 
who are specialists in all the aviation roles 
required to support the squadron’s 
maintenance, administration and public 
affairs requirements, hone their skills as a 
cohesive unit. 
 
Imperial Valley has ideal flying weather, 
making NAF-El Centro a key location for 
training. The ability to fly 360 days a year 
enhances combat readiness and results in 
savings to the U.S. taxpayer.  
 
The average home price in the surrounding 
community is just $129,900, making Imperial 
County a very affordable place to live.  NAF-
El Centro also enjoys tremendous support 
from the local community. 



 

NAF-El Centro is a strategic 
location for the JSF F-35C 
The Navy proposes to provide west 
coast facilities and functions to 
support homebasing F-35C aircraft 
as a replacement for aging FA-18C 
Hornet aircraft in the Pacific Fleet. 
 
NAF-El Centro is the perfect 
location for homebasing the aircraft 
due to its strategic location. NAF-El 
Centro provides efficient use of 
training time. Only five minutes 
from takeoff to the bombing range 
and the facility is just 120 miles from 
the Pacific Fleet in San Diego.   
 
NAF-El Centro is strategically 
located along the I-8 corridor 
connecting MCAS-Yuma and 
MCAS Miramar where the JSF F-35 
B aircraft will be home-based. The 
facility is just 60 miles from Yuma 
and 110 miles from Miramar.  

Ideal Flight Training 
The Imperial Valley’s vast 
unobstructed desert terrain, unique 
climate, limited non-military air 
traffic, and its own dedicated 
gunnery and bomb ranges make 
NAF-El Centro an ideal environment 
for aerial combat maneuvering, air-
to-air gunnery, bombing practice and 
electronic warfare training. 
 
The 360 days a year of ideal training 
weather enhances the efficiency of 
training and saves taxpayers’ dollars. 
The diversity of air and ground space 
lends itself to the integration of 
multi-corps training. 
 
The clear weather and unobstructed 
terrain also provides ample low-level 
flying opportunities. In addition, no 

other region in the United States is closer in 
resemblance to the Middle East than the 
Imperial Valley.  It’s the perfect training 
ground for our troops preparing for combat 
in the Middle East.  

Limited Encroachment 
NAF-El Centro is located in the Imperial 
Valley and is surrounded by working 
agricultural fields.  The base consists of 
2,686 acres with easements totaling an 
additional 19 acres and agricultural 
outleases of 1,105 acres.  The base also has 
54,000 acres of nearby training ranges. 
Because of its location in the center of 
agricultural land, the base has tremendous 
potential for expansion.  
 
To preserve the mission of the base, the 
cities of El Centro and Imperial and the 
County of Imperial are working together 
with the Navy to create a land use policy 
that protects the base from encroachment 
and will identify compatible land uses.   
 
The lack of encroachment around the base 
enhances the quality of night flight training 
operations and easily enables the 
Department of the Navy to diversify the 
facility’s mission.   

Summary 
Homebasing seven F-35C active-duty 
squadrons and one training squadron at 
NAF-El Centro would provide the Navy 
with efficiencies not available anywhere else 
on the West Coast.  Its strategic location and 
ideal training environment will provide 
taxpayers with cost savings and efficient 
training operations at NAF-El Centro.  In 
addition, the tremendous community support 
and commitment to restrict encroachment 
guarantees the facility’s mission will be 
protected for years to come. 
 
 


